
 “First Report on youth delinquency in Italy”
The “First Report on youth delinquency in Italy”, edited by the Juvenile Justice Department (JJD) of the Italian Ministry of Justice illustrates the latest available data on the phenomenon of young offenders. 

About 40.000 complaints were filed against minors within the period 2001-2006. Statistics available on youth delinquency in Italy show significant variations from one year to another, yet marking a substantially steady trend of the whole phenomenon which seems to have stabilized back to the same numbers of early 2000 during the last year considered, after a peak value in 2004.

The increased representation of foreign juveniles and the simultaneous decreasing of offences committed by Italian youngsters seems to stop in 2005. Therefore, the most significant variation in the most recent years is the decrease of the whole numbers of complaints filed against juveniles (both Italian and foreign ones) with however a slight reversal for foreigners whose offences constantly increased until 2004.

This trend is witnessed by the admittance flows in the JJD’s Services such as Welfare Offices, Filter Homes, Communities and Juvenile Detention Centres. These Services’ users are in fact a sub-group of the whole children reported to the police, i.e. arrested, apprehended or escorted youths and those against whom criminal proceedings are instituted where penal decisions are made by Juvenile Courts.

This decreasing trend has however various characteristics and ratios across the territory. Against the common trend the data concerning state and private Communities where young offenders are mainly placed under pre-trial custody (but also for protection purposes), under alternative measures to detention as well as under probation programs.

In our opinion, this Report’s added value is its interpretation of these trends considered within the framework of the Italian juvenile justice system and its services, as well as the emerging social phenomena and mainly the regional scenarios which were analyzed for the purpose of identifying the users’ variation from a qualitative viewpoint and the evolution of the system towards a more responsive attitude. 

Regional differences emerged both in numbers and typologies of users as well as from the point of view of each region’s ability to networking with local bodies and the Judicial Authorities.

The regions with the highest numbers of minors reported to the police are also those with the most elevated numbers of services’ users, and notably: Lombardy and Piedmont in Northern Italy, Latium in the Centre, Campania and Apulia as for the South of Italy. In Northern Italy our services are mainly attended by foreigner users while in the Centre the highest number of beneficiaries is composed of nomad children. Southern Italy still sees the exploitation of children by criminal organizations and the marginalization of those coming from disadvantaged families (included in urban areas). Despite such nuances, these three macro-areas homogenously share the same forms of deviance: juveniles affected by psychopathologies or addiction. The overall framework is that of a deviance expressing various kinds of distress, including very serious ones, ascribable more to social and educational troubles than oriented to actual deviant careers. The Report also contains an attempt to outline the main vulnerable areas of the Italian society.  

Please note that the book is only available in Italian. 

For further information please do not hesitate to contact:

Dipartimento Giustizia Minorile

Ufficio Studi Ricerche e attività Internazionali

Tel/fax 06.585220219/231

e-mail International.dgm@giustizia.it  

